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SUNSHINE CANYON LANDFILL – COMMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
CITY AND COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

MINUTES OF MEETING, Thursday, May 9, 2019 
Knollwood Country Club, 12024 Balboa Blvd., Granada Hills, CA 91344 

 
Members: Jeanette Capaldi (Vice-Chair), Laine Caspi (Secretary), Karen Coca, Richard 
Fisk, Larry Fleck (Treasurer), Wayde Hunter (Chair & TAC Rep), Debbie Pietraszko 
(Parliamentarian) and Dr. Donna Zero. 
 
A. Call to Order, Roll Call by Notetaker, and Approval of January 10, & March 14, 

2019 Minutes (Chair). 
 
This meeting of the Sunshine Canyon Landfill Community Advisory Committee was 
called to order at 3:06 p.m. on May 9, 2019 in Granada Hills, California by Chair 
Wayde Hunter.  Roll Call was taken by the Note Taker.  Five of the eight Committee 
Members were present: Laine Caspi, Karen Coca, Richard Fisk, Larry Fleck and 
Wayde Hunter.  Absent: Jeanette Capaldi, Debbie Pietraszko and Dr. Donna Zero.  
Steven Freedman is no longer on the Committee.  A quorum of at least five 
Committee Members was present.  Landfill and government representatives present 
BFI/Republic Services: Chris Coyle; SCAQMD (South Coast Air Quality Management 
District): Larry Israel; SCL-LEA (Sunshine Canyon Landfill - Local Enforcement 
Agency): David Thompson; L.A. County Public Health Dept.: Katie Butler; L.A. 
County Regional Planning Dept.: Tim Stapleton; L.A. County Supervisor Kathryn 
Barger’s Office: Jarrod DeGonia; L.A. City Councilman Greig Smith’s Office: Jessie 
Strobel; L.A. City Planning Dept.: none; LAUSD District 3: Bill Piazza.  Also attended: 
16 residents and other guests. 
 
MOTION (by Ms. Coca, seconded by Mr. Fisk): the Sunshine Canyon Landfill – 
Community Advisory Committee approves the Minutes of its January 10, 2019 
Meeting as written. 
 
MOTION PASSED unanimously; zero opposed; zero abstained. 
 
Mr. Hunter stated that he sent out the March Minutes late, and that only Richard had 
responded, and he had incorporated the changes on page 9. 
 
MOTION (by Mr. Fisk, seconded by Ms. Coca): the Sunshine Canyon Landfill – 
Community Advisory Committee approves the Minutes of its March 14, 2019 Meeting 
as written. 
 
MOTION PASSED unanimously; zero opposed; zero abstained. 
 

B. Old Business: Discussion and Committee motions & possible action: 
• Outstanding administrative matters (Chair/Vice Chair). 
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Mr. Hunter asked everyone to sign in, though members of the public may remain 
anonymous.  He had distributed to Committee Members an information packet that 
included a Balance Sheet, Reconciliation Detail and other related Landfill 
documents, and copies were available to the public.  (See http://SCL-CAC.org.) 
 
Mr. Hunter stated that he had no Administrative matters to discuss. 
 

• Treasurer’s Report, January - April 2019 (Treasurer). 
 
Mr. Fleck reviewed finances.  The February ending balance was $119,431.23. 
 
MOTION (by Ms. Caspi, seconded by Mr. Hunter): the Sunshine Canyon Landfill – 
Community Advisory Committee approves the January-February 2019 financial 
report. 
 
MOTION PASSED unanimously; zero opposed; zero abstained. 
 
Mr. Fleck reviewed finances.  The April ending balance was $123,634.36. 
 
Mr. Hunter noted that there were some transfers and deposits of $3,000 between 
accounts, there were also a service charge, and service charge refund which 
occurred because we fell below a minimum. Also, that there was a $6,600.62 
contribution from Republic for this year (2019).  In the Committee’s packet there is 
an email explanation what it was that we asked Republic for, which Chris complied 
with, ($6000 for expenses, and $600 for consultants) and that amount on January 1, 
2019 brought us up to the maximum $126,000.  We could ask for money if 
necessary, within the $20,000 allowed for consultants but we don’t anticipate that. 
 
MOTION (by Ms. Caspi, seconded by Mr. Fisk): the Sunshine Canyon Landfill – 
Community Advisory Committee approves the March-April 2019 financial report. 
 
MOTION PASSED unanimously; zero opposed; zero abstained. 
 
Resident, Mr. Hopkins stated that he had not heard any more about moving money 
around and getting better interest.  Mr. Hunter replied, saying that the recent 
financial procedures were thoroughly documented in the March Minutes, and that 
neither he nor Larry had gone to the bank regarding that. 
 

C. New Business: Discussion and possible Committee motions & action to address the 
following: 

 
1. Browning-Ferris Industries/Republic Services Inc. (BFI/Republic) to report on 

Sunshine Canyon Landfill activities and operations, including ongoing efforts to 
abate odors using Alternative Daily Cover (ADC), Intermediate Cover Project 
(ICE), and compliance with the SCAQMD’s Stipulated Order of Abatement for 
Odors. 

http://scl-cac.org/
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Mr. Hunter stated that Chris had pointed out the need to reword the agenda item 
as many of the projects have been completed, further, that he agreed and hoped 
to have the item revised for the next agenda (July). 
 
Chris Coyle, General Manager, BFI/Republic [24-hour Landfill hotline 818-779-
9170; main 818-362-2124; Info@SunshineCanyonLandfill.com; 
http://SunshineCanyonLandfill.com], gave a “Sunshine Canyon Landfill 
Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Update” and reported that “there have 
been no changes to our disposal activities . . . we are still filling in CC 4 part 1 & 2 
(cells).  We continue to use the Enviro-Cover for ADC” and “monitor” its 
performance “on a daily basis.”  There has not been much rain to add to the 
total… a little over 34-inches to date, and there were “no drainage issues, nor 
blowouts”.  They “continued to maintain and expand the vegetative cover area and 
hydroseed selected areas over the summer and fall last year to encourage 
growth.”  Vegetated areas are green from January to mid-April but are now going 
brown and dormant for the summer.  “We have made good progress on our plans 
to continue to enhance our landfill gas collection system . . . so far we have 
installed 19 vertical extraction wells, and 22 horizonal collection points.”  Five of 
the nineteen wells were drilled down to the Gabion Cubes for improved drainage 
and gas extraction capabilities.  “Efforts are underway to install additional 
extraction wells around the active disposal area . . . we have started our 2019 
vacuum header upgrades which include larger pipelines which continues to ensure 
that we have adequate vacuum.”  “We continue to assess all the wells for liquids 
and install pumps as necessary, and working on the looped header system around 
the active footprint of the landfill…...    continue to work on the permitting process 
for Flare 12 with an expected completion date of 2020”.  They received an NOV 
(Notice of Violation) on March 25th for odors which was a result of a LADWP sub-
station power surge failure which sent a 85-megawatt into the Edison lines and 
that knocked out our flares and primary logic controls (PLCs); although electrical 
vendors confirmed that we already had the best available technology (surge 
protectors) in place, SCL will install additional redundant in-line surge protectors 
as a precaution.  We have not accepted any Woolsey Canyon Fire debris at this 
time    We “continue to be in compliance with” AQMD’s Stipulated Abatement 
Order”; the next hearing would be June 6th.   
 
Mr. DeGonia asked if LADWP gave any reason for the surge, to which Mr. Coyle 
stated that Edison had said that a lightening arrestor had failed, and we did file a 
claim with Edison who is our service provider. 
 
Resident, Ms. Mann asked about what kind of material would be accepted from 
the Woolsey Canyon Fire and how would it be buried.  Mr. Coyle said ash and dirt 
and had already been inspected and reviewed by LA County, and that it would be 
buried in the landfill the same way as the trash. 
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Mr. DeGonia said that according to County Public Works two weeks ago, that they 
expected that Woolsey Canyon Fire debris would be disposed of fully at 
Calabasas Landfill, but that Sunshine and Chiquita Landfills were to be kept 
available as a last resort.  He also added that sediment from Devils Gate 
Reservoir cleanup would not be going to landfills but would be going to two 
sediment disposal sites.  Mr. Coyle responded that would be news to him as he 
expected to receive some of that material for use as cover soils as Sunshine is dirt 
poor.  Mr. Hunter added that the disposal of the sediment from Devil’s Gate at 
Sunshine Canyon Landfill was never covered in the Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR), they covered everything else but they didn’t cover us, and that we (SCL-
CAC) had commented on it. 
 
  

2. South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) to report on odor 
complaints received and NOVs issued including any year-to-date charts, and/or 
any other matters within their purview. 
 
Larry Israel, Compliance Lead Inspector, SCAQMD [909-396-2370; 
LIsrael@aqmd.gov; www.aqmd.gov], reported that an NOV was issued Tuesday, 
March 26th when 7 odor complaints were received, mostly at Van Gogh Charter 
School.  Complaints had started on the 25th and there were 9 complaints, and 
none were verified.  On the 26th we received 26 complaints primarily trash odors 
which started at 6 a.m. and went until about 7 p.m.  Seven of these were verified 
and the majority of them were at Van Gogh School. He reviewed other complaints.  
In March, 76 complaints were received; 13 were verified.  In April, 12 complaints 
were received; 4 were verified.  So far in May, 2 more complaints have been 
received.  Interestingly, the one complaint received on May 2nd at midnight was a 
person who lives on the 17100 block of Lisette Street and has not registered an 
odor complaint in about the last 10 years. There was discussion of the possible 
connection between the March 25th and 26th complaints and the DWP power 
surge. 
 

3. Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) to discuss any correspondence 
and potential CAC responses to County Regional Planning/Public Health 
Department regarding previous STI’s Quarterly/Annual Ambient Air Monitoring 
Reports including the most recent 45th Quarterly Report December 2018 thru 
February 2019. 
 
Bill Piazza, Environmental Assessment Coordinator, LAUSD Ofc. of 
Environmental Health & Safety (OHS) [213.241.3926; Bill.Piazza@lausd.net], 
reported that information was received May 8th from the County Regional Planning 
Department about the STI (Sonoma Technologies Inc.) report and analysis.  
Nothing was received from the City.  Mr. Piazza said the contract suggests that 
analysis “should have been made” instead of “just comparative data” being 
presented.  He stated that the CAC believes that some analysis is required, or the 
reports are just a lot of data, although that is not what has been happening over 
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the last ten years………  so the CAC has been pushing with memos and a lot of 
blood, sweat, and tears, and we did get a response back from the County which 
he received yesterday, and which was appreciated.  However, he was not pleased 
with the interpretation of the contract.    He read from the letter which refers to the 
“characterization” of data and took exception to two of the County’s interpretation 
of the contract.  On page 2, bullet items II.C. 4. b, which states in part under 
reports “collected to determine the potential impacts vs other nearby sources,” 
which would suggest further analysis.  Second, he quoted that this section quotes 
that the Annual reports will be “more in depth to include further analysis to 
characterize the impact of landfill operations on ambient air quality on a 
neighborhood scale”.  He believes some sort of analysis needs to be done, since 
one it says it, and there is something about “characterizing.”  He will work with the 
CAC if it wants to respond.  The (STI) contract is over in March 2020…. If this 
moves forward, any RFP or scope of work proposed we would certainly like to be 
included and to make comment on the adequacy of same.  Tim Stapleton, and Mr. 
Hunter noted that the next TAC (Technical Advisory Committee) meeting will be 
July 31st.  Mr. Hunter pointed out that to avoid any serial emails/meeting he would 
have to agendize the motion on the next Agenda to approve the draft, and to put 
the draft response out to the CAC Committee about 2 days before the July 11th 
meeting and to ask them to hold responses until the meeting.  TAC has been 
asked to put an item on their agenda to address our responses.  The Committee 
acquiesced without voting to Mr. Piazza’s request but confirmed during Item 7.  

 
Mr. Piazza suggested that another letter could be written to the County Public 
Health Department (CPH) regarding analyzing health data for “health effects.”  Mr. 
Stapleton suggested that the letter note the “forthcoming STI’s 11th Annual 
Report, which should be coming out soon.”  Mr. Hunter pointed out that a letter to 
County Public Health would be no surprise to TAC as Bill and I had pointed out to 
them that if STI did not do the evaluation or did not have the expertise to do it, 
which they said they did not, then we would ask County Public Health to do it.  Mr. 
Piazza noted that the process so far did “get people to look at these reports . . . 
something that actually informs the community” and showed “what will be done or 
not be done.” The Committee acquiesced without voting to Mr. Piazza’s request 
but confirmed during Item 7. 

 
Mr. Piazza responded to Resident, Ms. Deukmejian’s question saying, he did not 
know why a Health Risk Assessment has not been done, saying “what it tells us is 
nobody read the reports . . . for 10 years”; and the analysis could have been 
subcontracted out if STI would not do it.   
 

4. County Public Works to report on their involvement and recommendations to 
BOS in the Woolsey Canyon Fire cleanup and any other SCL matters within their 
purview. 
 
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #C. 7.]  No representative was 
present; there was no report.  Mr. Hunter did report that Coby Skye was supposed 



SCL-CAC, and City and County of L.A. Mtg. Minutes       May 9, 2019       Page 6 of  8 

to attend but said that he had not received the March Agenda and did not know 
that he was supposed to come.  However, he did send an email which I provided 
to the Committee and public that had many facts and figures, and which I 
mistakenly thought was a part of his planned presentation.  He was right though, 
he did not get notified because I had accidently trimmed his name off of the list 
because AOL does not permit you to copy 100 or more persons on an email, and 
so it was “my bad.”  Both Chris (Coyle) and Dave (Thompson) had both put out a 
lot of information, and I think that along with Coby’s email, that we have gotten as 
much out of it as we would have if Coby had presented, and it does not seem 
necessary now as most of the cleanup debris is going to Simi Valley and 
Calabasas Landfills, and as Mr. Coyle pointed out, the Emergency Order will end 
on May 30th. . 
 

5. Sunshine Canyon Landfill-Local Enforcement Agency (SCL-LEA) to report on 
SCL matters within their purview. 
 
Dave Thompson, SCL-LEA Program Manager [213.252.3932; 
David.Thompson@lacity.org; www.SCLLEA.org] reported that, since the last CAC 
meeting, no violations for the solid waste regulations that we enforce.  We are 
currently reviewing a Joint Technical Document (Amendment) and it is available 
on our website.  It basically updates the 5-Year Review done in December (2018).  
He noted that “we continue to have a daily presence at the site.”  The next LEA 
Meeting was scheduled for May 30th at Los Angeles Law School in Chatsworth. 
Mr. Hunter commented that he had sent out the Notice with the included hotlink, 
but he had added that the JTD was long and boring and only for the hardcore.  He 
also noted that he had struggled to find where changes were made because there 
did not appear to be an annotated copy (strike thru and underline) to which Mr. 
Thompson replied that he would check and get back to him. 
 

6. County Regional Planning Department to report on SCL matters within their 
purview. 
 
Mr. Tim Stapleton, Zoning Enforcement Planner, L.A. County Regional Planning 
Dept. [213-974-6453; TStapleton@planning.LACounty.gov; 
http://planning.LACounty.gov], said that the last time (March CAC Meeting) we 
spoke that he talked about the Notice of Violation (NOV) that was pending.   He 
clarified that this has to do with the payment under Condition 64C of the CUP 
(Conditional Use Permit) “pertains to the gas energy plant… the energy that is 
produced and sold off-site, and that they (County) is entitled to a 10% fee from 
those payments.”  There was an Appeal and the March 5th Hearing was continued 
to June 11th; issues are being discussed in mediation, along with the split of the 
landfill gas between the City and the County which will continue in late June. 
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7. County Public Health Department to report on SCL matters within their purview. 
 
Katie Butler, Environmental Toxicologist, L.A. County Public Health Dept. 
[KButler@ph.LACounty.gov; http://publichealth.LACounty.gov], spoke of “the need 
for better interpretation” of the results.  “Our Health Department is happy to assist . 
. . I want to offer the Health Department’s technical assistance to STI to prepare a 
fact sheet of the results… a plain language summary of the results.  I would offer 
to do it ourselves but it’s not our data . . . in fact it’s hard for us to digest the report 
in its current form . . .so we really need for STI to provide that translation of the air 
monitoring results.  In response to Mr. Piazza’s question of have they initiated that 
yet, she replied that she had only spoken to Tim (Stapleton) this morning and that 
this is something that the County team can work with us and STI to do.”  She said 
the report is “a fact sheet, and that there is nothing in the current contract, budget 
or scope should preclude something as simple as a fact sheet.to translate the 
findings.   Mr. DeGonia wanted CPH “to keep us in the loop if they have any 
difficulties with STI and to see what leverage the Board (County) has over the 
contract . . . if there are any issues in the contract that need to be amended.”   
 
Mr. Hunter asked for the record, if any CAC Member had any objections to Bill’s 
request under Item 3 to drafting letters, saying that no motion was needed now, as 
we will approve it on our next agenda. None objected. 
 

8. City Planning Department to report on SCL matters within their purview. 
 
No representative was present; there was no report. 
 

9. Other persons representing the City, County or State who wish to report any 
additional information or subject matter relating to SCL that is within their purview 
that has not been agendized for this meeting. If necessary, discussion and action 
will be agendized for another meeting. 
 
There were no other reports at this time. 
 

D. Public comment on items NOT on the Agenda. 
 
Copies were previously distributed of a three-page list of Sunshine Canyon Landfill 
Community Amenities Trust Fund expenditures from Nov. 17, 1999 through Dec. 11, 
2018.  Ms. Coca was reviewing expenditures from the Fund “and their applicability to 
the requirements.”  She requested and Mr. Hunter agreed to Agendize (an Item) and 
Motion“ to communicate to the new [City] Council Member (12th District) that we are 
not happy with what happened, and the community wants to be more closely 
involved in the expenditures, and the community is suffering whatever impacts from 
the landfill.  Mr. Hunter explained Fund history and purpose.  Resident Bill Hopkins 
concurred with Mr. Hunter.  Mr. Hunter asked if any Committee Member objected to 
having the item added.  There were none. 
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Resident Bill Hopkins, President, Southern California Preparedness Foundation 
[http://SoCalPrep.us] and Chair, annual Valley Disaster Preparedness Fair 
[http://www.ValleyDisasterFair.com], reminded that the next Preparedness Fair will 
be Saturday, October 12, 2019, 9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., again at the Northridge Fashion 
Center and that volunteers are needed on Friday, October 4th to assemble 2,000 
emergency preparedness kits to be distributed for free.  Also, the Granada Hills North 
North Neighborhood Council (GHNNC) is sponsoring a free 9 – 11:30 a.m. shredding 
event next Saturday at the Knollwood Plaza Mall. 
 

E. Set next meeting date (July 11, 2019) & adjourn at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Hunter announced that the next Meeting will be here July 11, 2019 at 3:00 p.m.  
Mr. Hunter declared, and the Committee agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 4:17 
p.m. 
 

F. Special Overtime Discussion of Budget, Banking & Financial Matters.  Potential 
budget items FY 2019. 
 
Mr. Hunter indicated that there was no more discussion. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David Levin, Note Taker (Minutes Writer).  Edited by SCL-CAC.  The first paragraph of 
some Items, Motions/Resolutions and other wording may have been directly copied 
from the Agenda.  Minutes are available at http://scl-cac.org/agendas-minutes. 
 
 
 
 
Approved SCL-CAC Meeting 
July 11,2109 

http://scl-cac.org/agendas-minutes

