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SUNSHINE CANYON LANDFILL – COMMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
CITY AND COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
Thursday, July 14, 2016, 3:00 p.m. 

Knollwood Country Club, 12024 Balboa Boulevard, Granada Hills, CA 91344 
 
Sunshine Canyon Landfill – Community Advisory Committee Members: Ken Ashford 
(TAC Alternate), Jeanette Capaldi (Vice-Chair), Steven Freedman, Gale Gundersen 
(Secretary), Wayde Hunter (Chair), Josh Jordahl (Treasurer), Laine Caspi, Debbie 
Pietraszko and Joe Vitti (TAC Rep.). 
 
A.  Call to Order, Roll Call, and Approval of Thursday, May 12, 2016 Minutes 

(Chair). 
 
This meeting of the Sunshine Canyon Landfill Community Advisory Committee was 
called to order at 3:03 p.m. on July 14, 2016 in Granada Hills, California by Chair 
Wayde Hunter.  Roll Call was taken by the Note Taker.  Six of the nine Committee 
Members were present: Ken Ashford, Laine Caspi, Steven Freedman, Gale 
Gundersen, Wayde Hunter and Josh Jordahl.  Absent: Jeanette Capaldi, Debbie 
Pietraszko and Joe Vitti.  A quorum of at least five Committee Members was present. 
 
Landfill and government representatives present: BFI/Republic Services: Rob 
Sherman and Michael Stewart; SCAQMD (South Coast Air Quality Management 
District): Larry Israel; SCL-LEA (Sunshine Canyon Landfill - Local Enforcement 
Agency): David Thompson; L.A. County Public Health Dept.: Elenor Masis and Dee 
Lugo; L.A. County Regional Planning Dept.: Tim Stapleton; L.A. County Supervisor 
Mike Antonovich’s Office: Jarrod DeGonia; L.A. City Councilman Mitch Englander’s 
Office: Millie Jones; L.A. City Planning Dept.: none; LAUSD District 3: Bill Piazza.  
Also attended: approximately 17 residents and other guests. 
 
MOTION (by Mr. Freedman, seconded by Mr. Ashford): the Sunshine Canyon 
Landfill – Community Advisory Committee approves the Minutes of its May 12, 2016 
Meeting as written. 
 
MOTION PASSED by a hand vote; zero opposed; two abstained (Caspi and 
Jordahl). 
 

B.  Old Business.  Discussion and Board motions & possible action: 
• Outstanding administrative matters (Chair/Vice Chair). 

 
Mr. Hunter asked everyone to sign in, though members of the public may remain 
anonymous.  Mr. Hunter distributed to Committee Members an information packet 
that included a Balance Sheet, Reconciliation Detail and other related Landfill 
documents, and copies were made available to the public.  (See http://SCL-
CAC.org.)  He was working on getting a quote from V-cube, USA Inc - Event 
Services. 
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• Treasurer’s Report (Treasurer). 

 
Mr. Jordahl reviewed finances; there was $76,919.46 in savings.  The total balance 
was $85,226.91. 
 
MOTION (by Mr. Hunter, seconded by Ms. Gundersen): the Sunshine Canyon 
Landfill – Community Advisory Committee approves the July 14, 2016 Treasurer’s 
Report as presented. 
 
MOTION PASSED by a voice vote; zero opposed; zero abstained. 
 

C.  New Business.  Discussion and possible Board motions & action to address 
the following: 
1.  Browning-Ferris Industries/Republic Services Inc. (BFI/Republic) to report on 

Sunshine Canyon Landfill (SCL) activities and operations, including any new 
efforts to abate odors including the status of the 1-year ADC Geosynthetic 
Panel project, the 6-month Intermediate Cover Project. 
 
Rob Sherman, BFI/Republic General Manager [24-hour Landfill hotline 818-779-
9170; main 818-362-2124; Info@SunshineCanyonLandfill.com; 
http://SunshineCanyonLandfill.com], reported that the power pole project has been 
completed.  “Flare #11 is scheduled for installation in 2017 . . . in May and June we 
put in 1,400 feet of new gas collectors.”  He described more new collectors to be 
installed.  The six-month demonstration project for intermediate cover of Posi-Shell 
has not started, however, he said that “the ADC pilot . . . is going well . . . each day 
we inspect it.”  He explained that the Geosynthetic Panel material is 1.75 milliliters 
thick and “doesn’t puncture real easily” until trucks drive over it to dump new trash. 
 

2. Sunshine Gas Producers LLC to provide a brief status report on Gas-to-
Energy project. 
 
Copies of project information were distributed.  Rich Kleinhampel explained 
“diverting” and “conditioning” gas from wells to create energy.  They operate “on-
site” and “remotely” using “Flares nine and ten.”  He said they do “continuous 
monitoring . . . on a minute-to-minute basis . . . we are creating renewable energy.”  
Tours are available.  Reporting information is available online. 
 

3.  South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) to report on SCL 
odor complaints and NOVs received including any year-to-date charts, 
and/or any other matters within their purview including an update on the 
June 5, 2016 Town Hall Meeting and the status of the proposed Order of 
Abatement for Odors. 
 
Mr. Hunter as “disappointed that AQMD management did not show up today.”  
Larry Israel, SCAQMD Compliance Lead Inspector [310-233-2370; 
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LIsrael@aqmd.gov; www.aqmd.gov], reported that on June 5th a Town Hall 
Meeting was held at Van Gogh Charter School [VGCS].  In May there were 27 
odor complaints and in June there were 75 complaints; there were no Notices of 
Violation issued in either month.  So far in July there were six complaints.  Mike 
Mohajer, speaking “as a private citizen” representing himself, not any group, was 
concerned regarding small particulates “that don’t smell.”  Resident Andrea 
Provenzale believed that some officials seem unaware . . . 
 

Committee Member Gale Gundersen left at this time (3:40), making five Committee 
Members present (the SCL-CAC quorum is five). 
 

. . . of evening odors.  Mr. Israel observed that “the majority of odor complaints 
have come in in the morning before 9:00” and “after 8:00 at night.”  He reported 
that Scott Caso, their new Senior Enforcement Manager, could not attend this 
Meeting and that “there’s been quite a shuffle at AQMD” of personnel.  Cherie 
Snyder, Assistant Deputy Executive Officer for Compliance and Enforcement, 
could be contacted regarding odor complaints.  Mr. Hunter said “it’s becoming 
extremely difficult to get information . . . they’re posting on the website right before 
the Meeting”; they used to mail paper copies.  Now, “it’s . . . three times harder to 
get this information to you . . .”  Mr. Sherman noted that “we do not see that report 
until we walk in the room . . . we ask for it; we don’t get it.”  There was discussion 
of who to contact with odor complaints “all at once” with one single email.  Mr. 
Israel noted the “confidentiality issue” of certain information being shared between 
agencies. 
 

4.  Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) to report on LAUSD 
actions/response to SCL-CAC requests for action to ameliorate excessive 
odor complaints at Van Gogh Charter School. 
 
Copies of the below two proposed Motions were distributed.  Bill Piazza, LAUSD 
Ofc. of Environmental Health & Safety (OHS) Environmental Assessment 
Coordinator [213.241.3926; Bill.Piazza@lausd.net], read aloud a proposed “Health 
Risk Assessment” Motion.  He explained that the LAUSD and AQMD both 
“conducted our quality monitoring” at VGCS.  The LAUSD did “a modified, limited 
study . . . we will release the report.”  Results have been consistent with other 
organizations’ studies.  “It’s difficult to determine what might be coming from the 
Landfill.”  He described study elements and requesting a “site-specific” study “to 
tease out” what may be coming from the Landfill.  He explained that the LAUSD 
does similar studies for new planned schools to determine potential impacts on 
students and staff.  Mr. DeGonia requested and Mr. Piazza agreed for the LAUSD 
to work with the L.A. County Health Dept. regarding the Assessment. 
 
MOTION (by Mr. Hunter, seconded by Mr. Jordahl): the Sunshine Canyon Landfill 
– Community Advisory Committee approves a Health Risk Assessment being done 
at Van Gogh Charter School, to include the L.A. County Dept. of Public Health, as 
follows: 
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Whereas, The Sunshine Canyon Landfill–Community Advisory Committee (SCL-
CAC) notes the recent report from the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District that emissions from the landfill are below screening levels whereby a 
detailed facility-specific health risk assessment is not required.   
 
Whereas, The SCL-CAC recognizes the limitations associated with the various 
agency rules and regulations governing Sunshine Canyon Landfill’s operations and 
notes their inadequacy to effectively quantify the impacts from the facility’s 
emissions.  
 
Whereas, These inadequacies include but are not limited to the exemption of on 
and off-road mobile equipment used to transport refuse to and from the landfill, 
spread refuse along the landfill’s working face and traverse the landfill to perform 
maintenance/repair and related activities. 
 
Whereas, The SCL-CAC is cognizant of the numerous permit and fugitive sources 
that cumulatively comprise the emissions associated with Sunshine Canyon 
Landfill’s operations but have not been considered in assessing their impact on the 
health of those that live and work within the local community. 
 
Therefore be it resolved, That the SCL-CAC request that the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District prepare or cause to be prepared a detailed facility-
specific health risk assessment which considers all emission sources in order to 
effectively quantify the potential acute and chronic health impacts associated with 
the landfill’s operation. 
 
MOTION PASSED by a voice vote; zero opposed; zero abstained. 
 
Mr. Piazza read aloud a proposed “Odor Mitigation” Motion.  Mr. Hunter explained 
“Odor-Shell.”  Mr. Piazza believed that some early morning odors are from 
“transfer trucks” that go into the Landfill, not from the Landfill, and possibly “from 
the transfer station to the Landfill.”  Mr. Hunter reminded that these Motions do not 
“obligate anybody to do anything.” 
 
MOTION (by Mr. Hunter, seconded by Mr. Jordahl): the Sunshine Canyon Landfill 
– Community Advisory Committee approves the following “Odor Mitigation” Motion 
as presented: 
 
Whereas, The Sunshine Canyon Landfill–Community Advisory Committee (SCL-
CAC) has seen the proliferation of odors emanating from the Sunshine Canyon 
Landfill where both local residents and the Van Gogh Charter School community 
have filed numerous complaints with the South Coast Air Quality District. 
 
Whereas, Numerous odor control strategies have been implemented yet odors 
from the landfill still persist.   
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Whereas, Only cursory attention has been given to the odors associated with the 
delivery of refuse and subsequent deposition along the landfill’s working face 
which are specific to complaints of fresh trash odors during morning daylight hours.  
 
Whereas, A 2011 report prepared for the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District to assess the extent of working face odors and their control were found 
inconclusive whereby additional data analysis and recommendations to control 
these odors was scheduled for inclusion in subsequent reports but was never 
conducted. 
 
Whereas, Current technologies exist whereby topical applications such as Odor-
Shell are used to reduce or eliminate fresh trash odors during transit and initial 
deposition of daily refuse but have never been considered. 
 
Therefore be it resolved, That the SCL-CAC requests that the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District complete the necessary working face studies to 
identify and effectively reduce and/or control odiferous emissions; and finally… 
 
Be it resolved, that the Sunshine Canyon Landfill Local Enforcement Agency, The 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Works and all responsible agencies 
review the efficacy of available topical applications suitable for use in waste 
hauling operations and require its immediate application. 
 
MOTION PASSED by a voice vote; zero opposed; zero abstained. 
 
Mr. Piazza indicated that he would have liked AQMD senior management to be 
present at this Meeting to report on the Order of Abatement. 
 

5. Sunshine Canyon Landfill-Local Enforcement Agency (SCL-LEA) to report on 
SCL inspections carried out, and other matters within their purview including  
a brief update on status on April 2, 2015 Adopted SCL-LEA Board Motion. 
 
Copies were distributed of LEA “Board of Directors Meeting, March 24, 2016, 
Meeting Material.”  Dave Thompson [www.SCLLEA.org] reported that inspection 
reports indicated that no Notices of Violation were recently issued.  The LEA Board 
will again meet in September.  They are working with AQMD in supporting them in 
their Abatement Order. 
 

6. County Regional Planning Department & City Planning Department to report 
on SCL matters within their purview 
 
L.A. County Regional Planner Tim Stapleton [213.974.6453; 
TStapleton@planning.lacounty.gov; http://planning.co.la.ca.us] indicated that there 
was no report.  No L.A. City Planner was present. 
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7.  Other persons representing the City, County or State who wish to report any 
additional information or subject matter relating to SCL that is within their 
purview that has not been agendized for this meeting.  If necessary, 
discussion and action will be agendized for another meeting 
 
There were no other reports at this time. 
 

D. Public comment on items NOT on the Agenda. 
 
Resident Bill Hopkins announced the next Disaster Preparedness Fair will be 
Saturday, October 1st at Fire Station 87 [10124 Balboa Blvd., just south of 
Devonshire St., Granada Hills; http://www.ValleyDisasterFair.com] “in the rear . . . it’s 
all free . . . open registration is open now . . . you do not have to register.” 
 

E. Set next meeting date (Sept 8, 2016), & adjourn at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Hunter announced that the next Meeting will be September 8, 2016, at 3:00 p.m., 
here.  Mr. Ashford noted that he will not be able to attend. 
 

F. Special Overtime Discussion of Budget, Banking & Financial Matters (5:05 p.m. 
- 5:35 p.m.). 
 
• Discussion of funding for potential consultant cost to video tape and stream 

meetings if necessary.  Staff and/or public presence optional 
 
Mr. Hunter indicated that there was no more discussion. 
 

Mr. Hunter declared and the Committee agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 4:27 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David Levin, Note Taker (Minutes Writer).  Edited by SCL-CAC.  The first paragraph of 
some Items, Motions/Resolutions and other wording may have been directly copied 
from the Agenda.  Minutes are available at http://scl-cac.org/agendas-minutes. 
 
Approved September 8, 2016 Meeting 
 

http://scl-cac.org/agendas-minutes

